
 



Paul would have 
bypassed Colossae 
on 2nd journey 



Approx. 100 miles 



No evidence Paul 
stopped here on 3rd 
journey, Acts 19:1. 

Colossae: 
1. Location:  Approx. 100 miles e. of 

Ephesus in the Lycus River Valley in 
Phrygia, Asia Minor (modern day 
Turkey).  Was one of 3 cities in area 
(others Laodicea & Hierapolis). 

2. Significance:  Letter to brethren 
here; Philemon & Onesimus lived 
here.  So letter to Philemon went 
to Colossae. 

3. Est. of church.  No evidence Paul 
ever visited the church here (2:1), 
but a companion, Epaphras, likely 
est. church & was from Col.  He 
also communicated with them 
from Rome & worked in Hierapolis 
& Laodicea (Col. 1:7-8; 4:12-13).  
Now a prisoner w/Paul (Philem. 
23). 

4. Likely begun during 3rd journey 
while Paul was at Ephesus, Acts 
19:10. 



Colossae: 
5. Other Christians there:  In 

addition to Philemon, 
mentioned are Apphia & 
Archippus (some think father, 
mother & son, Philem. 1-2). 

6. Comparing Philemon & Col., it is 
likely the church met in their 
house (Col. 4:17<-->Philem. 1-2).   
If Philemon & family  provided  a 
place (house) for the church to 
assemble, Onesimus would have 
been a Christian with them upon 
return (Col. 4:7-9; Philem. 8-16). 

No evidence Paul 
stopped here on 3rd 
journey, Acts 19:1. 



Paul sends letter by 

Tychicus, approx. 

A.D. 62-63 

Ephesians 



-- Paul sends letter by 

Tychicus & Onesimus, 

Col. 4:7-9, approx. A.D. 

62-63 

-- Likely sent 

Colossians & Philemon 

at same time of 

Ephesians (see Eph. 

6:21-22). 

Colossians 

& 

Philemon 



-- Paul sends letter by 

Tychicus & Onesimus, 

Col. 4:7-9, approx. A.D. 

62-63 

-- Likely sent 

Colossians & Philemon 

at same time of 

Ephesians (see Eph. 

6:21-22). 

Ephesians,

Colossians 

& 

Philemon 

sent 

together 



Overriding Idea of Philemon:     
  Forgiveness.        [Onesimus:  a bad slave to a good brother] 

Word plays:    
 -- Onesimus (“helpful, useful”) 
      -from “Unprofitable” (achrestos, not serviceable, un-useful) to 
 
 

                  “Profitable” (euchrestos, “serviceable, useful”)  
       vss. 10-11. 

 -- “Refreshed” (vs. 7,) & “refresh” (vs. 20). 
Story Line:   
  Paul’s letter to Philemon is about intercession for a slave.  

Onesimus was unprofitable, ran away from Colossae to Rome, 
had possibly stolen some possessions, but had obeyed the 
gospel at Rome under Paul’s teaching.  Paul reminds Philemon 
of his duty as a fellow-Christian toward this penitent and now 
profitable slave as well as servant of God! 



Lessons: 
1. Social evils can be changed slowly by the gospel. 
 -- the gospel doesn’t change relationships but changes behavior 

 in them. 
 -- slave/master, Col. 3:22-4:1; 1 Pet. 2:18-20. 
 -- husband/wife, abuse, harsh speech, Col. 3:18-19… 
 -- abortion & its usual ultimate cause, fornication, Col. 3:5-6. 
 -- social inequalities (Col. 4:1; 3:12-15). 
 -- racial tensions & hatred (Col. 3:10-11; Gen. 1; Acts 17:24-26). 
 

 



Lessons: 
1. Social evils can be changed slowly by the gospel. 
2. Demonstrates the power & influence of the gospel, vss. 11-13. 
 -- from a no-good slave, to best he could be, Paul’s helper. 
 -- God is not interested in what we were, but in what we can 

 become, Rom. 1:16; 1 Cor. 6:9-11. 
 -- shows fallacy of “can’t teach an old dog new tricks.” 
 

3. Genuine repentance demands restitution to the fullest extent 
possible, vss. 18-19. 

 -- Matt. 3:8;  
 -- Acts 19:18-20. 
 

4. Intercession for a faithful brother is a part of bearing one 
another’s burdens, vss. 18-19.   

 -- It cost Paul.   
 -- Barnabas did this for him, Acts 9:26-30. 
 

5.    Duty to forgive, vs. 17. 
 -- Matt. 6:12;  18:21-35. 

 
 

 



Have you changed from being useless to useful,  
From being a hindrance to being helpful? 

 
 

 By helping to change society from the inside out 
 by the gospel? 

 By allowing the gospel to empower you for good? 

 By being genuinely penitent of any & every sin 
 committed? 

 By interceding on behalf of those who need your 
 help? 

And by having a forgiving spirit toward all who 
 seek reconciliation? 

Each of us can have the attitudes & actions 
commended in this letter. 

 
 
 

 

 



 


